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portant part. To improve driving, HARRY R. DE SILVA, of Har-
vard University, after long laboratory research, conducted a
nation-wide series of drivers' clinics, teaching drivers how to
avoid accidents. One of the commonest tests measures reaction
time. How quickly can one apply a brake after seeing a danger ,
signal? An average person's time lies between one half and three'
quarters of a second. Other tests measure a driver's ability to}
steer, his sensitivity to color and to glare, and the general quality
of his hearing and vision.

Some drivers, like industrial workers, are "accident-prone.35
About 20% of i, 800 taxi drivers caused more than 50% of the
total accidents; another 20% had no accidents. As in industry,
accident-prone persons must be sifted out or treated by clinical
jnethods.

An interesting finding of reaction time tests is that women
perform as well as men. AJvah Lauerand Albert P. Weiss, both
of Ohio State University, studying uniformity or consistency of I-
driving, found that men do considerably better than women, '
probably because they are more experienced. Men handle appa-
ratus better, but women are more careful in making stops. The
investigators concluded that women are more conscientious but \
less skillful drivers.

,                           Psychology for the Individual
Psychology is still a young science, and applied psychology is
younger still. But both of them are mature enough to have af-
fected in many ways the lives of all of us.
For example, the ideas of parents in bringing up their children
are vastly different from what they were fifty years ago, due in
large measure to the studies of child psychologists. The new ideas
have reached and influenced all parents, though in varying de-
grees, through government pamphlets, through articles and
books, through parent-teacher organizations, and by word of